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“The National Asssmbly
sholild support him instead of
lifting his immunity, because
hie is just doing his job."
In a statement issued on
Tharsday, the Cambodian
Centre for Human Rights
{OCHR) said the outcome of
trial was an ex-
ample of the “rotten” state of
Cambodias democracy.

A famillar pattern

The current situation recalls
of exile during 2005 and 2006,
when he left the country to
avoid prosecustion on defama-
tion charges. At that time, a
Royal pardon paved the way for
his return in February 2006

Thun Saray, president of the
rights group Adhoc, said that,
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25 In 2006, the two sides would
kel reach a political setdement
allowing Sam Rainsy to retum
from Furope and avoid prison.
*This is not the first time.
There will be a resolution of
the conflict later on,” he said.
Prime Minister Hun Sen
wamned on January 5 that he
wolld not request a pardon
for the SRP leader, but Thun
Saray sald that such “deals”
usually come prior to elec-
tions, when democratic begiti-
macy [s more of an fssue for
the governument.

*When the election happens
without an opposition. party,
it doesnit nave much credibil-
ity," he said. °[ think both sides
need each other”

The next major poll - the
commune council election - is
setiotakeplacein2012. W



