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Brussels - The International Court of Justice (ICJ) on Monday ordered both Thai and Cambodian troops to 

immediately withdraw from the disputed area surrounding an 11th-century Hindu temple, saying that the World 

Heritage Site was at risk of being harmed.  

Given the possibility of renewed armed clashes, 'the court decided that, in order to ensure that no irreparable 

damage was caused, there was an urgent need for the presence of all armed forces to be temporarily excluded from 

a provisional demilitarized zone around the area of the temple,' a press release said.  

The Preah Vihear temple has been at the centre of a border row between the two countries. The UN court ruling 

was requested by Cambodia, which had sought a halt to all Thai military activity on the site.  

The judges also ordered Thailand to not prevent Cambodia from accessing the temple complex itself, which lies on 

Cambodian territory, to supply non-military personnel.  

They additionally encouraged both sides to cooperate through the Association of South-East Asian Nations, to 

allow observers from the group into the zone, and to 'refrain from any action which might aggravate or extend the 

dispute.'  

Although Thailand had urged the ICJ to dismiss the case, Thai Foreign Minister Kasit Piromya said his government 

was 'satisfied' with Monday's ruling.  

'It will be up to the new government to handle further negotiations with Cambodia,' said Kasit, who had travelled to 

the Hague to hear the court's ruling.  

Kasit is a member of the outgoing Thai government led by the Democrat Party, which lost the July 3 general 

election to the Pheu Thai Party, whose de facto leader is deposed former premier Thaksin Shinawatra.  

Thaksin, who was lived in self-exile since 2008 to avoid a two-year jail sentence, became a personal economic 

advisor to Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen in 2009.  

The head of the Cambodian Centre for Human Rights and political observer Ou Virak said 'I think it's the best we 

could hope for.'  

'There's an opportunity if there's political will on both sides,' he added.  

The court in The Hague must now consider an overarching request by Cambodia to revisit a 1962 ruling that 

awarded the temple to Phnom Penh, in particular in regard to a nearby plot of land.  

Thailand has said that it honours the 1962 ruling and acknowledges that the temple itself is in Cambodia. But 

Bangkok claims the 4.6-square-kilometre area near the complex, saying it was not included in the ruling.  

The dispute resurfaced after UNESCO in 2008 designated Preah Vihear a World Heritage Site over Thai 

objections.  

Thailand and Cambodia have both blamed each other for the recent border clashes sparked by the temple  

issue, which left 16 soldiers dead in April. 

Address : http://www.monstersandcritics.com/news/asiapacific/news/article_1651742.php/Thai-Cambodian-

troops-ordered-out-of-disputed-temple-area 


