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Generously supported by

Thmai Village Chief, Chey Utdam Commune, Ratanakiri 
Vietnamese company clears Lao farmers’ land

An 8,825-hectare economic 
land concession owned by 
the Vietnamese owned 
Daun Penh Agrico Company 
encroaches on farmland 
belonging to 125 
predominantly Lao families 

The indigenous Bunong have inhabited the land in Cheong village, Khsuem commune, since time 
immemorial. The community alleges that in recent years, powerful and well-connected 
individuals,including a high-ranking officer H.E Leng Orn, have grabbed 3,038  hectares of the community’s 
land, relied on by 150 families. Several newcomers have settled on the land, and some of the indigenous 
families have sold their individual plots. Moreover, the land has been subject to extensive illegal logging. As 
a result, the community has lost must of its ancestral lands, despite protests and complaints. 

Chork Cha village’s indigenous community has inhabited the area since the 
mid-1940s. In 2011, a Vietnamese company called Binhphuoc Kratie Rubber 1 
Company Ltd. was awarded a 10,000-hectare economic land concession in the 
area. The company is a subsidiary of the majority State owned Vietnam Rubber 
Group. In late 2013, the company began clearing over 1,000 hectares of the 
villagers’ land and bulldozing 170 agricultural huts, in collaboration with armed 
police. The villagers are in the process of attempting to obtain a collective land 
title, and continue to demand the return of their land. As a result, many have 
faced threats and judicial harassment.  

Pu Kong Village, Mondulkiri Illegal logging by company destroys indigenous way of life

The indigenous Bunong community, who inhabit Pu Kong village, has come under threat in recent years from 
deforestation and land grabs. In 2012, Binhphouc Kratie Rubber 1 began to cut down trees in the protected forest 
surrounding Pu Kong, beyond the limits of its economic land concession. After Binh Phouc 1 had cleared roughly 
4,750 hectares of land, ‘powerful men’ began to occupy the cleared land. Following attempts by the community to 
prevent illegal logging, in May 2013, armed Binh Phouc 1 guards came and fired intimidation shots near to 
community members. Fortunately, the community has received some support from the local authorities, who 
have helped the villagers take back 50% of the grabbed land and are helping prevent further grabs.

Peak Villager, Ratanakiri Indigenous community finds 
resolution with gold  mining company

Canada-based Angkor Gold Corporation 
began clearing trees and drilling for samples 
in Peak Village in 2009, affecting 
approximately 28 hectares of the villagers’ 
land and promoting the villagers to protest 
until the company ceased their work. Indian 
company Mesco Gold was then contracted to 
develop a gold mine nearby in January 2013. 
Following a series of meetings, on 31 January 
2015, the villagers presented the company 
with a number of conditions pursuant to 
which they would agree to accept 
compensation and relinquish their 

In Bu Sra commune, 788 families, most of whom are indigenous, have been affected by an economic land 
concession granted to Socfin-KCD Company to plant rubber. The company began clearing the families’ land 
in 2008. Complaints have been filed with the relevant authorities but the families have yet to be adequately 
compensated for their loss of land. The dispute has been exacerbated by the government’s decision to 
relocate Cambodians from other provinces to a nearby Social Land Concession site that encroaches on land 
the villagers had been using for farming and burials. Many families have been pressed by local authorities 
to accept private land titles. The remaining families continue to hold out for a collective land title, which 
they applied for in 2012. 

People in Busra Commune, Mondulkiri Rubber plantation forces indigenous community off land

Thma Hal Dei Kraham Villager, Kratie Military complicit in indigenous land grab 

The indigenous Stieng community in Thma Hal Dei Kraham village has occupied the land since 1953. Since 
2006, 75 hectares of land relied on by 150 families, have been under threat by corporate interests. For 
example, in 2008, a Vietnamese company known as Hai Yong began to clear the  villagers’ farmland to 
establish a rubber plantation. In response to villagers’ protests, armed soldiers have been deployed to patrol 
the disputed land’s perimeter and have fired warning shots when the villagers have attempted to access the 
land. Hai Yong was granted a 701-hectare economic land concession in 2007, although 43 hectares were 
excised in 2012. Despite filing complaints with the relevant authorities and various NGOs, no resolution from 
Hai Yong has been forthcoming and the villagers are still fighting for the return of their land.  

Twenty-three families from Sre Sdao village fear their land, which they have occupied for generations, may 
be seized as part of a plan to convert a disused airport into an agricultural university. The government 
offered the villagers a relocation site in a remote forest nearby, but the site was not suitable for growing 
crops. The villagers refused to leave. Following the families’ campaigningefforts, in June 2014 the local 
authorities conceded not to develop beyond the boundaries of the old airfield. However, the families  have 
yet to be issued land titles and, as a result, lack security of tenure. 

Siem Reap:  Ta Ni villagers in land conflict with Apsara Authority

In 2002, provincial authorities announced that land farmed by 90 families in Tapen village since 1997, was 
part of Phnom Kulen National Park. Following this decision, the villagers were accused of illegal occupation 
and had their land seized by soldiers and local authorities in 2003.After years of protests by the villagers, in 
2013, provincial authorities returned to the villagers over 90 hectares of farmland - less than half of the 183 
hectares that they had originally owned.  Moreover, they have still not been issued with land titles and, thus, 
the status of their residential land is still disputed.  

In October 2009, armed soldiers evicted 11 families from Thnol Keng village, to make way for a military base. 
The families had bought 15.5 hectares in a nearby village in 2008, and had gradually expanded their farmland 
to over 85 hectares. After the eviction, the families were given replacement residential land and one hectare 
of farmland each, despite being promised five. Despite interventions from the district governor, soldiers have 
destroyed the villagers’ crops, bulldozed their land and threatened to arrest or kill them if they continue to try 
to farm the land. In early 2016, following the negotiation which the local authorities to find a resolution, the 
villagers accepted the return of 50% of their lost land. 

Mr. Meang Lyhour, Thnol Keng Villager, Oddar Meanchey: Villagers in dispute with military

In 2006, Apsara Authority (“Apsara”) – responsible for protecting the archaeological park of Angkor – 
attempted to convince the residents of Ta Ni village to sell their farmland to them. Apsara intended to create 
an “eco-village” spanning 1,012 hectares to rehouse squatters from the surrounding area. During negotiations, 
Apsara convinced many families to thumbprint land sale documents and then proceeded to give them less 
than the agreed compensation amount. Thirty-eight families refused to sell, as they want their original land or 
replacement land so they can continue to farm. Despite not agreeing to sell, Apsara has created a boundary 
around their land in an attempt to grab it. The families have also been subject to judicial harassment after 
Apsara filed a complaint against them for ‘illegally occupying State land’.

Mr. Ly Srea Kheng, Boeung Kak 1, Phnom Penh Family subject to threats and attacks

In 2005, local authorities sold Mr. Kheng’s family’s land in Boeung Kak One to the Khun Sear Import Export 
Company, despite the family having lived there since 1979. When the family refused to leave, the company 
engaged in a campaign of intimidation and judicial harassment against them. As part of this ongoing 
campaign, three venomous cobras were thrown into their house in 2013, they were beaten by hired thugs, 
and both Mr. Kheng and his daughter were imprisoned in November 2014 on trumped up charges. His 
daughter spent five months in jail. While a compensation deal was finally reached in May 2015, Mr. Kheng, 
his wife and daughter were convicted in June 2015 of using violence against a property owner, and given a 
six-month suspended sentence.

Kbal Romeas village is one of several indigenous villages that will be flooded by a reservoir formed by the 
Lower Sesan II Dam, currently under construction by the Hydro Power Lower Sesan 2 Company. The Council of 
Ministers approved the project in November 2012 despite the Environmental Impact Assessment failing to 
meet international standards. Construction began in February 2014 and is expected to conclude by 2017. The 
villagers have been offered small plots of replacement land and compensation, however the majority of 
families have  refused to abandon their homes and ancestral lands. In April 2016, the provincial authorities 
announced that they would no longer be held responsible for what happened to villagers that had not yet 
accepted compensation, even in the event of loss of life.

Prame Villager, Preah Vihear Indigenous community threatened by Chinese-owned sugar plantations

The indigenous Kuy have inhabited their land in Prame commune since the time of their ancestors. In July 
2011, 17,856 hectares of land in Prame and neighboring communes was reclassified to State private land, 
and granted to Lan Feng and Rui Feng - two companies which are part of a closely linked group of Chinese 
sugar firms with adjacent economic land concessions totaling 40,000 hectares. In April 2012, the two 
companies began bulldozing the community’s farmland and sacred spirit forest.Company representatives 
and local authorities have threatened to shoot and arrest community members during their protests. The 
community is in the process of attempting to obtain a collective land title to provide legal protection over 
their indigenous lands under Cambodian law.

in Thmei village. In late 2010 bulldozers began clearing 
farmland near the village that belonged to the community, 
to plant coconut palm. Promises by the company to build 
roads and provide electricity to the villagers have not been 
fulfilled. Twenty-two families holding titles were given 
compensation, however the remaining families have 
received nothing. In late 2012, Hoang Anh Lumphat Co. 
took over the disputed land and began negotiations with 
the villagers. Subsequent negotiations have largely failed, 
and the majority of the families continue to request that 
their land be returned to them. 

Chork Cha Villagers, Rubber plantations threaten indigenous community

land.Mesco Gold agreed to their demands, offering to pay US$1500 per 
hectare to the families, to provide jobs and to improve local 
infrastructure. The compensation was accepted and paid out at 22 of 
March 2015, concluding a positive dispute resolution process. 

Kbal Romeas Villager, Stung Treng Lower Sesan II dam threatens indigenous community
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A Snapshot of Cambodia’s Great Land grab: The Land Profile Series

Mr. Saum Sovanny, Kratie Villager, Kratie Residents’ land at risk in university  construction project

Mrs. Keo Sophy, Tapen Villager, Siem Reap Land grab by State actors 

Cheong Villagers, Kratie High ranking officials grab land  from indigenous villagers
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In May 2006, two sugar companies - formed out of a partnership between Thai-owned Koen Kaen Sugar Industry 
Ltd., a Taiwanese company, and Koh Kong Plantation Co. Ltd. – violently seized over 5,000 hectares of farmland in Koh 
Kong’s Chi Kha Leu commune, belonging to 549 families. Months after the initial land grab, the companies were 
awarded economic land concessions in the area totalling 19,100 hectares. Villagers’ protests against the land 
grabbing have been met with intimidation and violence – villagers’ have even been shot at – prompting the moniker 
“blood sugar”.  Negotiations and filing complaints proved ultimately futile, prompting the affected families to file a 
complaint in 2013 in England against Tate & Lyle, who had purchased sugar from the two companies. A 
compensation deal with Tate & Lyle is being finalized out of court. 

Families from O Khcheay Village, close to Battambang City, fear they will lose some of their farmland and potentially 
their houses, as part of a redevelopment project.According to the local authorities, the land that local villagers are 
occupying is State public land, and had been set aside for the construction of a public garden. In January 2015, a large 
group of police officers and soldiers came to the village and cut down several mango, coconut and banana trees, 
pushing and shoving villagers who tried to protest. Local authorities have since announced their intention to forcibly 
evict villagers occupying the disputed land. 

Spean Chhes Point Villager, Preah Sihanouk Families reject problematic social land concession

The livelihoods of 107 families living in Krom 1, Spean Chhes, are under threat as a result of rapid economic 
development. The families have lived in Krom 1 since 1993, and their main source of income is from fishing and 
farming. In light of recent increases in property value, in January 2007, approximately 150 armed forces violently 
evicted the families from the site, accusing them of illegally occupying the land. Villagers protested and, as a result, 
eight were incarcerated for just under a year. In March 2015, the families were offered land at a social land 
concession approximately 45km away. However, a lack of basic amenities at the site, such as a hospital, electricity 
and schools, has meant 42 out of the 107 families have refused to relocate, demanding the return of five of the 16 
hectares of disputed land. 

Mr. Phorn Nul, Preaek Khsach commune, Koh Kong  Senator Ly Yong Phat embroiled in land dispute

In 2006, employees from Senator Ly Yong Phat’s ‘Dothy Free Shop’, which later 
changed its name to Koh Kong SEZ Co. Ltd., began delineating land that the 
company had allegedly been granted by the government in order to develop a 
Special Economic Zone.  Despite resistance from the villagers, who had occupied 
the land since 1984, the company bulldozed their land in mid-2009, destroying 
most of their crops. In January 2014 villagers confiscated some of the company’s 
equipment to prevent them from constructing a fence. As a result, the villagers’ 
representative, Mr. Phorn Nol, was charged with theft and imprisoned. Following 

Krous Villagers, Battambang Powerful interests grab titled farmland

In Pursat province, as many as 8,200 families have been affected by the granting of a 138,963-hectare economic 
land concession to Pheapimex, one of Cambodia’s most powerful companies. The dispute with Pheapimex in 
Kralanh village began in 2010, when company bulldozers began clearing farmland and destroying crops, 
prompting a series of protests and complaints by local residents. Mr. Tho, a farmer and father of three, was one 
of the villagers affected by Pheapimex’s land clearance. In 2012, student volunteers were able to demarcate Mr. 
Tho’s land and awarded him a land title under the Heroic Samdech Techo Volunteer Youth land-titling program, 
also known as Directive One. However, despite being issued an official land title, the company and the local 
authorities have prevented Mr. Tho from accessing the majority of his farmland, making it extremely difficult for 
him to provide for his family. 

Mr. Moeung Tho, Kralanh Villager, Pursat Giant Pheapimex concession affects  thousands in Pursat 

Mr. Ven Vorn, Chumnoab Villager, Koh Kong Indigenous community threatened by hydropower dam

 A proposed hydroelectric dam in the Areng Valley threatens the existence of the valley’s 1,500-strong indigenous 
Chorng community. If built, the dam’s reservoir would flood approximately 20,000 hectares of forest.Affected 
villager shave opposed the dam and rejected offers of compensation and resettlement. As a result they have been 
subject to intimidation and harassment. For example, community representative and activist Ven Vorn was arrested 
in October 2015 and arbitrarily detained for five months, before being given a suspended one-year sentence for 
harvesting timber products without a permit, despite being permitted by the 2001 Land Law to use timber as an 
indigenous person in line with traditional customs. 

Mr. Pich Sothea, Villager in Stung Trong Commune, Pailin Houses demolished and land destroyed

Residents of O’Kanteang Va, who arrived on the land since 2000, have been in a land dispute with local authorities, 
who accuse them of illegally occupying state land, since June 2006. As a result, some local people have faced threats 
and intimidation, had their homes destroyed, and have even been imprisoned. In July 2006, excavators from the 
private company Sophany Aharan Nyharan, accompanied by mixed armed forces, came and attempted to clear land 
but were obstructed by a group of around 200 protestors. This marked the beginning of a series of violent attempts, 
spanning ten years, to consolidate corporate access to the land, in which the company has relied on support from 
the military and local police to demolish houses and bulldoze land. Those who have dared to stand up for their rights 
have been repeatedly arrested and detained.

Mrs. Rem Phall Chanly, Villager in Traeng Trayueng Commune:  Community representative subject to 
intimidation in Kampong Speu

Ly has been a victim of harassment and intimidation due to her on-going activism to lead 
her community to retrieve their land, grabbed by the well-connected APHIWATH 
DOMNAM USAHKAM OUK KHUN CO., LTD. (“OUK KHUN”), since June 2011. Hers is one of 
67 affected families in Traeng Trayueng and Ou communes in Kampong Speu. In 2001, OUK 
KHUN obtained another company’s economic land concession in the area through an 
agreement with the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. While it is unclear 
whether OUK KHUN is still in possession of the concession, it has continued to clear the 
villagers’ farmland and destroy their crops. In late 2015 to 2016, OUK KHUN forcibly evicted 

Land grabbed by Ly Yong Phat in Kampong Speu 

In November 2011, Phnom Penh Sugar owned by  Ly Yong Phat  grabbed 310.80 hectares 
belonging to 91 families in Peam Ross village, Aoral district, and began bulldozing the land 
to make way for a sugar plantation.  Phnom Penh Sugar claims it bought the land, however 
has not shown the community proof of the sale. Local authorities promised the villagers 
replacement land, but soon discovered the replacement land belonged to families in 
another village, so they were unable to farm there. The company has warned the 
community if they attempt to access their grabbed farmland, they will face criminal 
charges. Unable to farm and make an income, the families are struggling to subsist. Many 

People in Village I, Preah Sihanouk Villagers locked in 20-year  land dispute

Over 200 families in Phnom Chack Angkar Point, Peanich Village, have been embroiled in a 
land conflict since November 2005, when land brokers came and attempted to persuade 
the villagers to sell their land. The brokers were operating on behalf of City Mart, a 
Sri-Lankan owned corporation that was granted a 5,390-hectare economic land 
concession.City Mart workers, accompanied by armed soldiers, bulldozed the disputed 
land and villagers’ huts. In late 2014, Phnom Penh Sugar Co., owned by Senator Ly Yong 
Phat’s LYP Group, took over the disputed land from City Mart.  By 2015, only six of the 200 
families had yet to accept compensation and vacate the land. In September 2015, out of 

Kampong Speu villagers forced into accepting unfair resolution

Mrs. Prak Sophal, Villager in Thma Da, Pursat Tycoon Try Pheap behind  forced evictions in Pursat

Villagers have been forced from the homes that they have lived in for 20 years in Thma Da commune, Veal Veng 
District, to make way for a Special Economic Zone operated by the timber magnate Try Pheap. One of the affected 
villagers is Ms. Sophal, who has occupied 42 hectares of land in Thma Da commune since 2006. A large group of 
police officers destroyed her house and two other homes in October 2010, as bulldozers from Try Pheap’s 
companies cleared large swathes of farmland. A number of villagers protested, and police officers attempted to 
arrest two men. Ms. Sophal has repeatedly appealed to the authorities for help getting her land back to no avail. 
Meanwhile, the company continues to clear more of the disputed land.

Dak Por Village, Takeo Loss of land and livelihoods due to sand pumping

The 470 families occupying Dak Por village, have relied on farming along the Slakuo River for several decades. In April 
2013, construction began on a worksite across the river, following which Slakuo Sand & Quarry Crushing Ltd., began 
to dredge sand from the river using excavators and barges. The company claimed to have a license, but never 
showed it to the villagers. Villagers claim that loss of land where they farmed along the riverbank was noticeable 
soon after the dredging began, due to riverbank collapses and erosion. The dredging also increased suspended 
sediment in the river; as a result, the villagers’ livestock would no longer drink from the degraded water. Instead, 
they had to drink from the well the villagers used for drinking water, creating water shortages. In June 2016, the 
company began clearing its work site and appeared to have ceased operations.

Villagers from Lor Peang have been involved in a long-running land dispute with KDC International, a company 
owned by Mrs. Chea Kheng, wife of the Minister of Mines and Energy, since 1996, when KDC first began to pressure 
villagers to sell their land. In January 2008, KDC workers bulldozed the house of Ms. Um Sophy, a local teacher at the 
forefront of the community’s campaigning, and 13 other houses and surrounding farmland, without prior warning. 
Sophy has consequently been subject to extensive judicial harassment, forcing her to flea to Thailand, and at one 
stage received an anonymous death threat. Despite assurances from the National Assembly’s Human Rights 
Commission that it would work to bring a quick resolution to the dispute, the dispute remains unresolved. 

Mrs. Um Sophy, Lor Peang Villager, Kampong Chhnang Land activist receives death threats

In 2007, well-connected individuals and private companies attempted to clear 90 hectares of farmland used by 31 
families in Preaek Chik village, Srae Ambel district. The Heng Huy Agriculture Group Co. Ltd (“Heng Huy”) has 
bulldozed the villagers’ farmland and destroyed their homes to make way for cropping sugarcane, which it 
transports to a factory owned by the Koh Kong Sugar Industry Co. Community representative Ms. Nhieng has 
consistently advocated for the villagers’ rights and consequently has been the subject of persistent judicial 
harassment. In May 2014, Heng Huy accused her of killing two of its cows, following which she has been 
summonsed for interrogation and placed under court supervision. She was later acquitted on 30 June 2015.

Mrs. Phav Nhieng, Preaek Chik village, Koh Kong Villagers lose land to sugar companies

In 1996, with the assistance of the United Nations and NGOs, 140 families received hard land titles for their 
farmland in Krous village, Anlong Run commune. Yet, in 1997, powerful and well-connected land brokers 
accompanied by armed forces attempted to force the families to sell their titled land to them, and threatened that 
if they refused, they would grab the land anyway. Out of fear, 83 families sold their land and relocated elsewhere. 
The land brokers proceeded to grab the farmland of the 57 remaining families, and posted military guards to keep 
the villagers from accessing it. The families have filed complaints to the authorities and to the court, but no 
resolution has been found yet. Moreover, the villagers have been subject to intimidation and harassment. In the 
meantime, they have lost their main source of income – farming.

In 1996 the former deputy provincial governor, with the help of armed policemen and soldiers, forcibly took 24 
families’ land in Sangkat III, using tractors to destroy their crops and houses. The land was later sold to Thai Bun 
Rong Company, who, in turn, sold plots to wealthy individuals who have occupied the land ever since. The 24 
families responded by building tents on the disputed lands, which provoked a violent reaction from military 
police and even led to the arrest of a 77-year old community member. In June 2015, the provincial court issued 
an injunction that effectively evicted the families from their land. However, the community has persisted in 
advocating for the return of their land, which totals 42,710 square meters.  

of the children have had their education interrupted as a result of the conflict, and have been put to work in garment 
factories to help their families earn an income. 

15 families by setting their houses on fire. The community has filed a number of complaints and in turn have faced 
harassment and intimidation. Yet, Ly remains determined to lead her community to protect its land.

desperation the six families consented to a land-exchange agreement in which each would receive 16 hectares of poor 
quality land, approximately 4km from the disputed land. 

his release 43 days later, the company agreed to provide compensation; out of desperation, all but nine of the 
families have now accepted the compensation, which is far below the market value.

Mrs. Prak Heng, O.Khcheay Villager, Batttambang Residents fear evictions to make way for redevelopment project

Chhuk Villagers, Chi Kha Leu Commune, Koh Kong Land grab to make way for ‘blood sugar’ plantations


