
 
 

CCHR PRESS RELEASE – Phnom Penh, 4 January 2014 
 

CCHR condemns the RGC’s violent clampdown on human rights and the resulting deterioration of 

the state of democracy in Cambodia 
 

The Cambodian Center for Human Rights (“CCHR”) condemns the Royal Government of Cambodia’s 

(the “RGC”) violent clampdown on human rights – especially on the rights to freedom of expression 

and assembly – over the past three days, which has resulted in further deterioration of the state of 

democracy in the Kingdom of Cambodia (“Cambodia”). Since Thursday, security forces – including 

military units – have been deployed to crackdown on various protests throughout Phnom Penh by 

garment workers, monks, victims of forced evictions and supporters of the opposition Cambodian 

National Rescue Party (“CNRP”), which has resulted in at least four deaths, dozens of injuries, and 

the arrest of at least 15 people, including human rights defenders.  
 

Today – 4 January 2014 – security forces, accompanied by thugs dressed in civilian clothes, put an 

end to ongoing protests in Phnom Penh’s Freedom Park by hundreds of CNRP protestors – which 

included women, children, monks and the elderly – by violently chasing them out of the park and 

destroying structures and personal property. The Phnom Penh Municipal Hall also issued a 

statement this morning banning future protests. Since the crackdown at Freedom Park, security 

forces have been deployed throughout the city, blocking all access roads in and around Freedom 

Park and patrolling other key sensitive areas.   
 

During the last three days, excessive use of force has been used systematically, human rights 

defenders and union activists have been threatened, and the freedoms of expression, assembly and 

movement have been repressed. Widespread deployment of security forces throughout Phnom 

Penh is a clear tactic by the RGC to instill fear within the population and to further deter any 

protests. The international community must immediately call on the RGC to stop the violence and to 

peacefully find a solution to the growing civil discontent in collaboration with all stakeholders, 

including the opposition and civil society.    
 

CCHR President Ou Virak comments:  
 

“After months of political deadlock since July’s National Assembly elections, the RGC has sent a clear 

message today: the time for free speech is over. The events that have taken place over the past 

several days are a major step backwards for Cambodia in terms of democracy and human rights. 

With the RGC effectively silencing all of those who disagree with them, we call on the international 

community to put the necessary pressure on the RGC to immediately stop this cycle of violence and 

restore respect for human rights in Cambodia. It is never too late to engage in peaceful talks which 

are focused on putting the interests of Cambodia and of the Cambodian people before politics.” 
 

For more information, please contact Ou Virak via telephone at +855 (0) 1240 4051 or e-mail at  

http://www.cchrcambodia.org/


ouvirak@cchrcambodia.org or CCHR Consultant Juliette Rousselot via telephone at +855 (0) 1535 

0620 or e-mail at julietterousselot@cchrcambodia.org  

 
–        END    – 

Notes to the Editor: 

 

CCHR, founded in November 2002, is a non-aligned, independent, non-governmental organization 

that works to promote and protect democracy and respect for human rights throughout Cambodia.  
 

CCHR is a member of International Freedom of Expression Exchanges (IFEX), the global network for 

freedom of expression. CCHR is also a member of the World Organization Against Torture (OMCT) 

SOS-Torture Network. 
 

The Cambodian Human Rights Portal www.sithi.org is the 2011 winner of the Information Society 

Innovation Fund Award in the category of Rights and Freedoms and the 2013 winner of the 

Communication for Social Change Award, awarded by the Centre of Communication and Social 

Change at the University of Queensland in Brisbane, Australia. 
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