
  
 

CCHR PRESS RELEASE – Phnom Penh, 3 May 2014 
 

On World Press Freedom Day, CCHR calls on the RGC to respect freedom of the press and ensure 

journalists’ safety 
 

On the occasion of World Press Freedom Day, 3 May 2014, the Cambodian Center for Human Rights 

(“CCHR”) expresses its solidarity with and appreciation of journalists and other media professionals 

in the Kingdom of Cambodia (“Cambodia”), who, despite being increasingly faced with threats and 

violence, continue to report on the human rights situation in the country. CCHR also calls on the 

Royal Government of Cambodia (the “RGC”) to ensure freedom of the press and to ensure the safety 

of journalists.  
 

During protests near Freedom Park in central Phnom Penh over the past two days, journalists have 

clearly been targeted by security forces, including the helmet-clad municipal security guards. Several 

Cambodian and foreign journalists were hit and threatened by security guards, including a Voice of 

Democracy reporter who was hospitalized after having been severely beaten by at least ten security 

guards, and cameras and other equipment were destroyed and confiscated. This is occurring in a 

context of constant restrictions on the rights to freedom of expression and assembly in the Kingdom 

of Cambodia (“Cambodia”) since the beginning of 2014.  
 

CCHR calls on the RGC to immediately issue orders to all security forces – including the municipal 

security guards – to respect freedom of the press and to refrain from targeting journalists, and to 

open investigations into all incidences of violence against journalists, including into the deaths of the 

12 journalists killed in Cambodia since 1994. CCHR also calls on the RGC to refrain from using 

untrained and unidentified municipal security guards, who are often responsible for the violence 

against protestors and journalists, and to immediately lift all bans on demonstrations and marches.  
 

CCHR Freedom of Expression Project Coordinator Sorn Ramana comments:  
 

“The use of violence against journalists is never warranted. The targeting of journalists during 

protests over the past two days is a clear message that the RGC is trying to limit independent 

coverage of the protests and to intimidate journalists from reporting the truth. Since the beginning of 

2014, security forces have systematically used extreme violence against protesters, bystanders and 

journalists. This latest bout of violence and the specific targeting of journalists indicate that the RGC 

is increasingly intolerant of criticism.” 
 

For more information, please contact Sorn Ramana via telephone at +855 (0) 1765 5591 or e-mail 

at ramanasorn@cchrcambodia.org or CCHR Consultant Juliette Rousselot via telephone at +855 (0) 

1535 0620 or e-mail at julietterousselot@cchrcambodia.org  
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CCHR, founded in November 2002, is a non-aligned, independent, non-governmental organization 

that works to promote and protect democracy and respect for human rights throughout Cambodia.  
 

CCHR is a member of International Freedom of Expression Exchanges (IFEX), the global network for 

freedom of expression. CCHR is also a member of the World Organization Against Torture (OMCT) 

SOS-Torture Network. 
 

The Cambodian Human Rights Portal www.sithi.org is the 2011 winner of the Information Society 

Innovation Fund Award in the category of Rights and Freedoms and the 2013 winner of the 

Communication for Social Change Award, awarded by the Centre of Communication and Social 

Change at the University of Queensland in Brisbane, Australia. 

http://www.sithi.org/

