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Chea Ratha, a former high-ranking military police official, was convicted 
for her involvement in a brutal acid attack against Ya Soknim yet still 
remains at large.

On 8 May 2008, two men on a motorcycle accosted Ya Soknim near Tuol 
Tumpong market and poured acid over her face and upper body. She 
suffered severe burns as a result, losing her right eye and her breast. 
The victim was In Soklyda’s aunt, a TV celebrity, who had a love affair 
with Ratha. It is believed that the attack was an act of revenge against 
Soknim and her niece after she fled a forced relationship. 

The one-year investigation resulted in recordings of phone calls in 
which Ratha threatened to kill Soklyda’s relatives, phone logs of Ratha 
and her accomplices on the day of the attack, and a report confirming 
that acid was found at one of Ratha’s associates’ house. 

Despite the compelling evidence, on 31 August 2009, the Phnom Penh 
Municipal Court found Ratha not guilty of masterminding the May 2008 
attack. The court’s decision was appealed and in November 2009, the 
Court of Appeal convicted in absentia Ratha and her five co-accused. 
They received prison sentences between 15 and 18 years each, along 
with a fine of USD 100,000 to pay jointly to the victim. The Supreme 
Court upheld the convictions. However, Ratha and her co-accused have 
not been arrested and remain at large. Interpol has joined the hunt for 
her arrest. 

Ya Soknim died on 22 June 2011 of injuries sustained from the acid attack.
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Profession: National Military Police Deputy 
Chief of Staff General Status: Convicted but on the Run


